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HI newsletter, 5-9-12
Enter “HI @ 25”

Household Ink Records has somehow rounded the corner to the ripe young/old age of 25, by fate and sheer perspicacity and the stubborn, ceaseless flow of creative energy. Founded in 1987 as the in-house label for the strange but loveable band Headless Household, it evolved into a self-described “regional, eclectic label” – wherein jazz, avant garde, Americana, rock of the rubbery genre sort, atmospherics, and other stylistic flavors get along. HI now sports a catalogue of about 35 titles… and growing.

As part of the year-long “HI @ 25” campaign and celebration, the party starts with two exciting new additions to the Household Ink Records warehouse: Julie Christensen’s wonderful new “Americana” album Weeds like Us, and Natalie D-Napoleon’s evocative Leaving Me Dry, released in Australia a couple of years ago and now being officially launched stateside on Household Ink. Christensen, whose previous albums on the label are Something Familiar and Where the Fireworks Are, has created a potent new “prairie soul” outing this time out, and is set to reach new heights. 
On the live front, gigs are on the horizon, most immediately Julie’s series of CD release parties in assorted locales, including her old sometime hometown of Austin, Texas and Oklahoma City. Around the SoCal area, she plays at The Main/Gallery in Ojai, Calif. on Friday, May 11, and at the legendary McCabe’s in Santa Monica on Mother’s Day, May 13. For details, check out www.stonecupid.com.


Headless Household itself returns to SOhO on Wednesday, June 6 for its annual-ish “Spring Sing” show, with singing and instrumentalizing in more or less equal measure. The musician list this time includes Julie C, Glen Phillips, Tom Buckner, Sally Barr, Bill Flores, Jim Connolly and old Householders Dick Dunlap, Tom Lackner and Joe Woodard from the original posse. The Household is currently working on its ninth album, an all-ballads affair.
Natalie, whose musical life has been in semi-sleep mode in the last bit of time due to her becoming a beamingly proud mother, will have her CD release show at SOhO on Sunday, June 24, joined by her band. Headless “Americana style” Household offers up an opening set.

Stay tuned for more HI business to come this year, including a few projects in the works, and a HI @ 25 microfestival later in the year…
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