
HOUSEHOLD INK RECORDS

A little record label with a few big ideas, it launched in 1987 as the in-house label for the new music combo Headless Household. Now, Household Ink is also a growing, thriving micro-conduit for assorted groups. 

Headless Household: [image: image1.png]


Blur Joan, 2005 HI-137= $12. On its seventh album, the band ventures into a more jazz-colored and art-minded terrain, exploring dualities of “electronica-neurotica,” with vocal cameos by Julie Christensen and a focus on the saxophone—NYC alto saxist Dave Binney and SoCal tenor player Tom Bucker. Weirdness and sweetness peacefully coexist. 
“Soundwise, it is an eclectic and surprisingly alluring program that covers a variety of genres that, while certainly experimental, remains accessible… Overall, a quirky--in a good way--outing from a group that is certainly charting its own course.” --Jay Collins, Cadence Magazine

“What the band has going for it is solid musicianship and an admirable willingness to toss in whatever strikes their fancy.” --Aaron Steinberg, Jazz Times
“Long-running Santa Barbara eclecto-jazz weirdoes Headless Household have simmered all their exotic flavors into a very palatable goulash called Blur Joan (Household Ink). Joe Woodard, Dick Dunlap and Tom Lackner really orchestrated this one, and with the help of brilliant friends, swing and waltz and reggae and sound effects unite — natural, warm and full of protein.” --Greg Burk, LA Weekly
[image: image2.emf]Vertical Medleys, Vol. 1, 2004; HI-135, $7 A specially-priced, hard-to-listen-to “hyper remix” project packs the band’s entire recorded output to date into six tracks. Densely- packed but oddly meditative walls of sound.
post-Polka, 2003 HI-133= $12.00  In which the Household takes on, and gets down and out with polka, and assorted variations thereof. With guests galore. “…while this isn't your grandparents' polka, it isn't Weird Al's pop-culture mockery, either. Headless Household are men who understand the need to balance irreverence with reverence, who realize that the clarinet can be ominous, who know that clowns are scary.” --Justin Kownacki, Splendid e-zine

mockhausen, 2000 (CD) = $12.00
HI-125= $12.00  An hour-plus  collection of “outtakes,” improvisation situations, and assorted noise events. Commercially dubious and critically loved. 

Free Associations, 1999 (CD) HI-124= $12.00 for CD  On album #4, Headless Household takes on a style slalom: “This impossibly eclectic mix suggests a strange meeting of Captain Beefheart, Ernest Tubb, post-comeback Miles Davis, the Band, Ornette Coleman, Carla Bley and Edith Piaf, with touches of Sonny Sharrock, John Cage, Bill Frisell and the Art Ensemble of Chicago thrown in. Music this wildly diverse can never be properly marketed in this age of specialization, but that doesn’t make it any less extraordinary.” **** (four stars) --Bill Milkowski, Tower Pulse magazine, Oct. 1999

ITEMS, 1996 (CD) HI-119= $12.00  “The opening three performances reveal this cooperative's challenging scope…a precision, depth, warmth and ease of feeling that can rival any other outfit…Lovely stuff.” --David Lewis, Cadence

Inside/Outside USA, 1993 HI-113= $12.00 A loose-limbed conceptual romp through various byways of American music.  "Headless Household still seems to think that a mind is a terrible thing to waste…" --Greg Burk, L.A. Weekly  

Christmas with Headless Household "Silver Bells Tolling" b/w "Red Pies Over Montana" (Cassette) HI-112= $5.00  "Holy host, Batman! Are these guys for real? You might call this recording `Christmas in the Zappa Neighborhood' or `Sledding in the Santa Barbara Snow.' This is experimental Christmas music to say the least." --Mark Hanson, Frets
Headless Household, 1987 (CD) HI-111-2= $12 ($7.00 for LP) "Strange, cool rumblings from Southern California..."  -Jas Obrecht, Guitar Player
Brad Dutz: Heat the Grill Cook Loin, 2000  (CD) HI-123= $12  A new music concoction of chamber-jazz properties, and Dutz-ian wit and wisdom. The percussionist-composer’s Household Ink debut features guests Vinny Golia, Clay Jenkins, and John Fumo.
Dudley: doin’ jack, 1998 (CD) HI-123= $12  The third album from this art-folk-pop band led by just-offbeat-enough music singer-songwriter Ellen Turner. Standout tunes: “Pearl Diving,” “Prince Charming, and, to close, “End.” "The colorful, quirky, aqueous cover image on Doin' Jack seems to imply that something just as beguiling lies within the CD's jewel case. Does it deliver? You betcha.”  --Deirdre Devers, Splendid e-zine
[image: image3.png]Are Our Oars Out?, 1995 (CD) HI-115= $12  “…playful, folk-tinged, soft-side-of-alternative rock… a welcome break from the self-seriousness exhibited by other female singer/songwriters…”  --Richard Singer, Option 

Public Nudism, 1993 (CD)= $12, (Cassette) $7 The band’s popular debut album, teeming with fetching folkrockpop instincts. 
Turnip Family Secrets cast  album 

2002; HI-131 $12  An original musical with book and lyrics by Michael Smith, and music by Joe Woodard-- a surreal fairytale. Cast members Fred Lehto, Paula Re, Geren Piltz, and Geoffrey Bell, and band having odd, tuneful fun.
flapping, Flapping: [image: image4.jpg]


Montgomery Street (CD) HI-117= $12 Glen Phillips joined the band in December, ’95, during a hiatus with his combo Toad the Wet Sprocket, rocking along rock-pop-folk-funk-Liverpudlian lines.  “…an awesome collection of fat tracks that span the globe of musical interests… Check it out, get funky, get pensive, get smiley…”  --Mark Fahey, S.B. Independent 

flapping, Flapping, FLAPPING, TEX,1995 (CD) HI-114= $12 (postage paid) The debut album, with charter guitarist-singer Rob Taylor,  swerving over the landscape of Beatle-esquerie and... what? Apocalyptic bubblegum?  

Fringe Deities: The Matrix Has Inverted, 1996 

(CD) HI—116= $12 An indescribable, yet quite delectable melange of ideas at once musical, theatrical and metaphysical, this labor-intensive handiwork comes courtesy of Robinson Eikenberry and Bruce Winter. A para-rock opera with gothic and comic overtones.
Jennifer Terran Cruel, 1997 (CD) HI-118= $16 Jennifer Terran sings her art-pop songs with a unique intensity, at once tender and challenging, haunting and lyrical. “I was captivated by the power of your voice and the songwriting,” –Chris Douridas, on KCRW’s “Morning Becomes Eclectic”
Brad Rabuchin: When Smart Dogs Go Bad, 1997 (CD) HI-120= $12 (postage paid) The spider-fingered, broad-minded jazz guitarist makes his recording debut. He colors his distinctive musical setting with horns and a stylistic palette that veers through funk, rock and ethereal zones, always with a jazz agenda.  “…filled with excitement and thoughtful ensemble interplay. Highly recommended.”  --Jim Santella, LA Jazz Scene
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Nate Birkey: 
The Mennonites, 2001 HI—128 ballads, 2001 (CD) HI—129= $15
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Indelibly You, 1998  HI—122 Jazz trumpeter-vocalist Birkey’s subtle vocal approach, often compared to Chet Baker, is showcased on a set both driving and introspective. “Birkey’s trumpet chops are strong, his playing is lyrical and passionate, and his tonal range is wide…. as was queried of Chet Baker, is he a trumpet player who sings, or a singer who plays trumpet? Birkey is adept at both…” –Frank Rubolino, Cadence 

The Shortest Day, 2004 HI—134 Birkey’s Quintet’s first live recording, including forays into country-flavored turf along with the jazz foundation. Trumpeter-vocalist Birkey is joined by longtime bandmates drummer Cougar Estrada (currently playing with Los Lobos), saxist Justin Claveria, pianist Jamieson Trotter and bassist Jim Connolly. 
Jeff Elliott: Different Jungles, 2003; HI-132 $15 The trumpeter, Les McCann’s right-hand horn man for years, has created a diverse, ambitious musical joyride, not quite like any other jazz album you've heard. Guests include Airto Moreira, Mike Clark, Randy Tico, and many more. A bold, ear-opening debut…
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Lean-To: Malarchitecture, 1998 HI-121 A “neo-fusion” band, with guitarists Brad Rabuchin and Joe Woodard, bassist Bob Mair and drummer Tom Lackner. Guests: percussionist Airto Moreira, vocalists Glen Phillips, Ellen Turner and Bruce Winter, and Trey Henry on tuba. “If you enjoy improvisational rock music that leans more towards the esoteric, Lean-To is recommended.” --Richard B. Kamins, Cadence “Math rock meets fusion… I enjoyed it thoroughly.” -- George Zahora, Splendid e-zine

joe woodard: between, 2002; HI-130 Woodard’s debut in singer-songwriter mode finds him exploring a “faux folk” direction. Tunes include “Anthony Robbins,”  “The Unbearable Art of Traveling Light,” and “The Having Known,” recorded several years ago and the first appearance of the band later known as flapping, Flapping.
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Shelly Rudolph: Water in My Hand, 2005 HI-136= $12. Household Ink proudly welcomes this unique “world soul” singer-songwriter to the fold. R&B, Caribbean-ishness, a sprig of tango, and “voodoo porch” music soothe the mind and heart via this Portlandic chanteuse.
NEW!  
Julie Christensen: Where the Fireworks Are, 2007  HI-138 = $12. Vocalist Julie Christensen joins the HI family, with her ambitious “art pop” project. Innately versatile, she has sung with the Divine Horsemen and Leonard Cohen (appearing in the recent Cohen film), and moves forward on her own.  “…one of the truer singers you’ll ever hear—straight up, no mannerisms, perfect taste…” --Greg Burk, L.A. Weekly.
Julie Christensen: Something Familiar, 2006 HI-138 = $12. Christensen’s lovely jazz-leaning project, with players including drummers Jeff Ballard nad Kenny Wolleson. ”She’s retained the soulful arc of her sustained notes, and songs by Loesser, Mingus, and Oliver Nelson stud her repertoire…” --Kirk Silsbee, L.A. City Beat
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